
The Forum on Contemporary Theory has been conducting 
an intensive Theory/Praxis Course since 2003 for the 
benefit of scholars across disciplines interested in new 
developments in Theory and its application. The course 
includes intensive textual readings in specific areas, supported 
by seminars and talks on broader but related issues. This year 
the Course will be held in collaboration with University of 
Hyderabad during 6 June- 2 July 2016. The Forum, which 
has completed 25 years of its existence, is a member of the 
Consortium of the Humanities Centers and Institutes (CHCI), so 
far the only member from South Asia.

Course Outlines
The Course is organized around the following topics to be 
discussed in-depth by the core faculty, supported by public 
lectures and mini-seminars by the invited scholars.

1. Religion, Politics, and Value (Faculty: Akeel Bilgrami, Sidney 
Morgenbesser Chair of Philosophy, Professor of the Committee 
on Global Thought and Director, South Asia Institute at 
Columbia University)

This is a lecture course in which a broad argument on both 
secularization and secularism will be presented in ten lectures 
over two weeks. The course will explore the main issues that 
arise in modernity due to the transformations wrought first by 
the new scientific outlook, then by the shaping of liberalism as 
a political philosophy and capitalism as a new form of political 
economy, especially as these affect our relations to nature, to 
each other, and to our understanding of the nature of value. 
Themes that will be discussed are: the formation of the idea of 
the secular, the concept of identity, alienation, multiculturalism, 
liberty, equality, false consciousness, nationalism, rationality, 
and historical necessity.

The lectures will cover the following themes:

1. The Genealogy of Secularisation
2.  Romanticism and Secularisation
3.  Nature, Value, and Society
4.  What is Secularism?
5.  Is there a unique Indian secularism?
6.  Multiculturalism and Identity
7.  Concluding Lecture on Final Day: “Capitalism, Liberalism 

and Historical Necessity”

In the course of the lectures, the following works will be 
referred to: Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj, Nehru’s Discovery of 
India and Autobiography, Marx’s Economic and Philosophical 
Manuscripts of 1844,  Marx’s “Letter to Vera Zasulich,”  Rawls’s 
first two chapters of A Theory of Justice, Locke’s Second Treatise of 
Government, Mill’s On Liberty, Isaiah Berlin’s essay “Two Concepts 
of Liberty,” Garret Hardin’s essay “Tragedy of the Commons,” 
Charles Taylor’s essay “Why We Need to Radically Redefine 
Secularism” in Craig Calhoun et al (eds.), The Power of Religion in 
the Public Sphere, Ian Buruma and Avishai Margalit, Occidentalism: 
The West in the Eyes of Its Enemies, Christopher Hill, The World 

Turned Upside Down, M. H. Abrams, Natural Supernaturalism, and 
Brian Barry, Culture and Equality.

2. Towards a Philosophy of “Presence”: Genealogical and 
Epistemological Aspects (Faculty: Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht, Albert 
Guérard Professor in Literature in the Departments of 
Comparative Literature, of French & Italian and of Spanish 
& Portuguese & German Studies [by courtesy] at Stanford 
University)

“Presence” stands for everything “tangible,” that for the 
dimension of materiality and space, constituted (in the view 
of Phenomenology) around the human body. Since the end of 
the Middle ages and the beginning of Western Modernity the 
presence dimension has been increasingly bracketed due to 
the dominance of the “Subject” (called the “Cartesian Subject” 
since the seventeenth century), that is due to a type of human 
self-reference in which human existence is synonymous with 
the human mind and its performance (“I think, therefore I am”) 
– and therefore has to establish a relationship with its material 
and non-material surroundings by way of meaning attribution 
(or “interpretation” in the everyday sense).

Under the name of “Hermeneutics” which has been standing, 
since the late eighteenth century, for the subfield of Western 
Philosophy concerned with interpretation, this interpretation-
based conception of the world and relation to the world had 
become fundamental and mandatory for those academic 
disciplines (emerging since the early nineteenth century) that the 
Western academic tradition still calls the “Humanities and Arts.”

The presence approach to philosophy and culture, without 
establishing itself in a hostile or overly polemical relationship 
vis-à-vis the hermeneutic tradition as the classical basis of 
the Humanities and Arts, tries to compensate for some of 
the shortcomings of Hermeneutics and interpretation by 
reintroducing the dimension of “soma” and / or body into 
the reflection about ourselves and about our relationships 
with the world of humans and the world of objects. Due to 
its skeptical (and also productively ambiguous) relation to the 
mainstream Western tradition that has been so foundational for 
the academic “Humanities and Arts,” the presence approach 
hopes to initiate new contacts and compatibilities with cultural 
and philosophical traditions outside the West. It also claims a 
certain existential pertinence in a present where, largely due to 
electronic technology, human everyday life has become more 
“Cartesian” than ever before.

In recent years, the presence approach has been engaged in 
a reflection about historically changing “social constructions 
of temporality” (“chronotopes” in a meaning different from 
Bakhtin’s) as the condition for elementary changes in the human 
relationship to the world, such as the emergence of the Western 
“Subject” in early Modernity, the emergence of the so-called 
“historical worldview” around 1800 and, since the mid-twentieth 
century, a new relationship to past, future, and present for 
which we are still lacking a good name (a placeholder name is 
“our Broad Present”).

Proposed Syllabus

First Session
The Western Hermeneutic Tradition since Early Modernity – And Its 
Potential Shortcomings

(A historically based “mapping” of the intellectual movements 
to be dealt with and of the contemporary problems / questions 
at stake)

– Suggested readings include works by Norbert Elias on 
Early Modern Culture; Descartes’ “Discourse of Methode”; 
Heidegger: Being and Time ,  and Letter on Humanism; 
Gadamer: Truth and Method; Friedrich Kittler: Discourse Networks, 
Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht: Our Broad Present

Second Session
The Intuition of “Presence” – Converging Approaches

(Definitions of “presence”; convergence of multiple, primarily 
unrelated philosophical initiatives in the past fifty [plus] years; 
internal differences and shared impulses)

– Suggested readings include Jean-Luc Nancy: Birth to Presence; 
George Steiner:  Real Presence; Martin Heidegger: The Question 
Concerning Technology; Benjamin: Passagenwerk

Third Session
Unfolding Dimensions of a Phenomenology of “Presence” [I]

(How an awareness of the dimension of “presence” changes our 
relationship to the past and to forms of “Aesthetic experience”)

– Suggested readings include essays by Eelco Runia from 
“History and Theory”; Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht: In 1926, 
and: Production of Presence

Fourth Session
Unfolding Dimensions of a Phenomenology of “Presence” [II]

(The specific temporalities of aesthetic experience and the 
development of a new relationship to the past; consequences 
for academic work, e.g. on the level of philological work and 
in relation to emerging cultural phenomena [among them 
sports])

– Suggested readings include Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht: Production 
of Presence; Karl Heinz Bohrer: Suddenness; Hans Ulrich 
Gumbrecht: The Powers of Philology; In Praise of Athletic Beauty

Fifth Session
Atmosphere, Mood, “Stimmung” as a Historical and Aesthetic 
Dimension of Presence

(Possible definitions of “Stimmung” and history of the concept; 
a dimension in our relationship to different dimensions of the 
past and the place of the “Stimmung” dimension in aesthetic 
experience (can / should our relationship to the past be an 
aesthetic one?)

– Suggested readings include Martin Heidegger: Being 
and Time  (passages  on “St immung”) ;  Hans Ulr ich 
Gumbrecht: Atmosphere, Mood, “Stimmung”

Sixth Session
“Latency” as a Historical and Epistemological Dimension of Presence 

(Difference between “latency” and “repression” [in the Freudian 
sense]; “latency” as an ontological intuition; “latency” and 
“epiphany,” “latency” and historical change)

– Suggested readings include essays by Elco Runia from 
“History and Theory”; a collective volume edited by Hans 
Ulrich Gumbrecht and Florian Klinger: Blinde Passagiere in den 
Geisteswissenschaften

Seventh Session
The “Historicist” Chronotope as an Epistemological Frame Condition 
for the Historical World View and for the “Humanities and Arts”

(The emergence of the Western “historical world view” out 
of Enlightenment; how it transformed the cultural everyday; 
condition for Philosophy of History and Evolutionism, for 
Capitalism and Socialism)

– Suggested readings include Heinrich von Kleist: On the 
Marionette Theater; Selections from Hegel’s “Phenomenology”; 
“Marx’s Capital”; Reinhart Koselleck: Future’s Past; Hans Ulrich 
Gumbrecht: After 1945 – Latency as Origin of the Present, and: Our 
Broad Present

Eighth Session
The Chronotope of the “Broad Present” as an Epistemological Frame 
Condition for Presence Philosophy and for a Symptomatology of 21st 
Century Culture

(Emergence of a new “chronotope” since the middle of the 
twentieth century; “Western” culture and “global” culture; shape 
of the new chronotope; its relationship to the “historical world 
view” today [“historicist chronotope”])

– Suggested readings include Deleuze / Guattari: Anti-Oedipus; 
Jean-François Lyotard: The Postmodern Condition; Hayden 
White: Metahistory; Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht: After 1945 – Latency 
as Origin of the Future and: Our Broad Present

Ninth Session
The Configuration of “Prose Of The World” as a Non-Historicist Legacy 
of the 18th Century

(An epistemological configuration emerging from the 
eighteenth century that was not part of “Enlightenment” – and 
remained on the periphery of mainstream Western thought 
during the nineteenth and most of the twentieth century; its 
potentially privileged  relationship to early twenty-first century 
epistemology and culture)

– Suggested readings include Denis Diderot: Rameau’s Nephew; 
passages from Hegel’s “Phenomenology” and “Aesthetics”; Jean 
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Starobinski: Un diable de ramage; Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht: “Prose 
of the World” (manuscript will be distributed)

Tenth Session
Philosophy of Presence / Non-Western Traditions / The Western 
(“Global”) Present (Initiated by a brief lecture on the early 
twentieth century discovery of an affinity between the 
Zen tradition and Heidegger ’s thought [reading by Martin 
Heidegger: Conversation about / from Language])

A brainstorming discussion initiated by participants about 
possible relationships between Indian intellectual traditions 
and presence philosophy, between presence philosophy and 
contemporary “global” culture

Organizational Details
Study material will be made available to the participants 
after their registration; the participants are expected to have 
gone through the material before the commencement of the 
Course. Each participant is required to maintain a day-to-day 
critical account of the sessions in an academic diary, which 
will be submitted to the director of the program at the end. In 
addition, each participant is required to make at least one formal 
presentation. Both faculty and participants are expected to stay 
together in the same venue for greater interaction and exchange 
between them.

Participation Criteria
Participation in the Course is mainly open to scholars in the 
humanities and social sciences,   preferably those working 
toward research degree, but post-graduate students and post-
doctoral scholars in these disciplines and scholars from the 
disciplines outside the humanities and social sciences interested 
in inter- disciplinary studies can also apply. A 1000-word essay 
on why you need to take this Course should be submitted along 
with the application. Maximum number of participants to be 
selected is 20.

Registration Fee
Each participant is required to pay a registration fee of Rs.  
20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand only) to the Forum on 
Contemporary Theory through a bank draft drawn on a bank in 
Baroda. The registration fee is non-refundable. The fee will take 
care of his/ her board and lodging, course fee and other related 
expenses. The participants will not be paid by the organizers 
for their travel.

Deadline for Application
The last date for receiving application for participation is 10 
March, 2016. The application may be sent to Director, Centre for 
Contemporary Theory, Baroda. Selection for participation will 
be made by 20 March, 2016. Selected candidates are required 
to send the bank draft favoring Forum on Contemporary 
Theory before 10 April, 2016. Course material will be mailed 
only after receiving the registration fee.

Core Faculty
a) Akeel Bilgrami is a leading analytical philosopher and 
Sidney Morgenbesser Chair of Philosophy, Professor of the 
Committee on Global Thought and Director, South Asia Institute 
at Columbia University in New York.

Professor Bilgrami has two relatively independent sets of 
intellectual interests–in the Philosophy of Mind and Language, 
and in Political Philosophy and Moral Psychology especially as 
they surface in politics, history, and culture. Many of his articles 
in these subjects speak to issues of current politics in their relation 
to broader social and cultural issues. He has also increasingly 
joined debates in the pages of larger-circulation periodicals such 
as The New York Review of Books and The Nation. His published 
books include Belief and Meaning (Blackwell, 1992), Self Knowledge 
and Resentment (Harvard University Press, 2006) and Secularism, 
Identity, and Enchantment (Harvard University Press, Permanent 
Black {India}, 2014). Bilgrami’s forthcoming works include, What 
is a Muslim? and Gandhi’s Philosophy. Both will be published 
soon by Princeton University Press and Columbia University 
Press respectively.

b) Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht is a literary theorist whose work 
spans philology, philosophy, literary and cultural history, 
and epistemologies of the everyday. He is the Albert Guérard 
Professor in Literature in the Departments of Comparative 
Literature, of French & Italian, of Spanish & Portuguese (by 
courtesy), and is affiliated with German Studies, and the 
Program in Modern Thought & Literature at Stanford University. 
He is also Professeur Associé au Département de Littérature 
comparée at the Université de Montréal, Directeur d’études 
associé at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 
(Paris), Professeur attaché au Collège de France, and a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences.  

Gumbrecht’s research interests lie on the histories of the national 
literatures in Romance language (especially French, Spanish, and 
Brazilian), and on German literature. Concurrently, he teaches 
and writes about the Western philosophical tradition (almost 
exclusively on non-analytic philosophy) with an emphasis on 
French and German nineteenth-and twentieth century texts and 
is known for his work on the materiality of presence and 
shifting views of the Enlightenment. In addition, Gumbrecht 
tries to understand and analyze the myriad forms of aesthetic 
experiences in the 21st-century everyday culture like the joys 
of watching sports and how everyday activities, material and 
aesthetic experiences, and reading processes shape individual 
and cultural understandings of the world.

Over the past forty years, he has published more than two 
thousand texts, including books, translated into more than 
twenty languages. Some of his best known works include Making 
Sense in Life and Literature (Minnesota, 1992);In 1926: Living at 
the Edge of Time (Harvard, 1998); Production of Presence: What 
Meaning Cannot Convey (Stanford, 2004); In Praise of Athletic 
Beauty (Harvard, 2006); Atmosphere, Mood, Stimmung (Stanford, 

2012) and After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present (Stanford, 
2013). 

In Europe and in South America, Gumbrecht has a presence 
as a public intellectual; whereas, in the academic world, he 
has been acknowledged by eight honorary doctorates in six 
different countries: Canada, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, 
Portugal, and Russia. He has also held a large number of visiting 
professorships, at the Collège de France, University of Lisbon, 
University of Manchester, and the Catholic University of Rio de 
Janeiro, among others. His forthcoming book project, tentatively 
entitled Prose of the World: Diderot, Goya,  Lichtenberg, and Mozart 
and an End of Enlightenment will be published in 2016.   

Attendance
The participants are required to attend all the sessions and to 
stay until the end of the program in order to get the certificate of 
participation.

Application Format
The following format may be used for the application:
Name
Gender
Address (including telephone no. and email ID)
Institutional Affiliation
Date of Birth
Department
Teaching Experience (indicate number of years also)
Academic Qualifications
Areas of Research and Teaching Publications, if any
Specific Research Topics, if any
Whether registered for Research Degree?
Whether participated in any Course organized by the Forum? If 
participated, when?
A brief statement (1000 words) about what you expect to gain from 
the Course
Name and Addresses of two Referees
Signature
Date

Address for Correspondence

Prafulla C. Kar
Director, Centre for Contemporary Theory 
Email: prafullakar@gmail.com
Website:  www.fctworld.org

K. S. Prasad 
Professor and Head  
Department of Philosophy and Centre for Buddhist Studies
University of Hyderabad
Email: prasadphilosophy@gmail.com        
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